
Evening Prayer MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 
All stand 

Officiant          O God, make speed to save us. 

People          O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  

  

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Read together in unison 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

Psalm 116:1, 10-17        Read aloud responsively by half verse, standing 

I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
  because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.  

How shall I repay the Lord * 
  for all the good things he has done for me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
  and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  
  in the presence of all his people. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord *  
  is the death of his servants. 



O Lord, I am your servant; * 
  I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
    you have freed me from my bonds. 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
  and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  
  in the presence of all his people, 

In the courts of the Lord’s house, *  
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  Hallelujah! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

The Lesson 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35     Seated 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 
Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, 
"Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, "One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 
he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you 
an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 



"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God 
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 
at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot 
come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The provided meditation may be read, if desired. 

 

The Prayers 

 

The People stand or kneel  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  

R.    And grant us your salvation.  

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  

R.    Let your people sing with joy.  

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  

R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 



V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  

R.    Your saving health among all nations.  

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  

R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  

R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 
Collects 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love 

of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 

weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 

sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

 
Then may be said 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

The Officiant may then conclude with 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and  

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.   Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14  
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“He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You 
do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’” (John 13:6) 

 
Peter does not know what Jesus is doing.  

Wanting to understand is part of our natural inclination. Being without sight, being trapped 
in isolation, these restrictions cause chaos, and this chaos drives us crazy.  To make sense of 
our surroundings, our environment, our predicament we concoct schemes and stories, 
dogmas and doctrines, rituals and routines. Some of these things seem to rise to celestial 
heights others shatter on the ground as the human made earthen vessels they are. 
 
We do not know what God is doing. 

Peter feels the tension as Jesus stoops low and washes his feet. This is a boggling gesture on 
Jesus’s part, and Peter cannot make sense of it. Roles should be reversed, seats swapped; what 
is He doing? The only consolation that Jesus offers to Peter’s shock is an understanding that 
will come later. Yet that does not ease the oddness of this present moment. We know this 
feeling intimately. Blindness now, silence now, isolation now leaves us feeling unsteady and 
uncertain even if we know that one day everything we’ve endured will make sense as we 
watch all the parts of our story fall into place.  But at the onset of every night, in our solemn 
prayer as we drift off to sleep is the confession: Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.  
 
We do not know what God is doing. 

Resisting the urge to flash forward to Easter Sunday and the glory of the resurrection, stay 
here in this chaos with Peter. Marvel, with Peter, at Jesus kneeling before you, laying hold of 
your foot, and washing it. Feel his hands grip and the water pour over. Listen as Jesus 
promises that even in this present chaos, you will understand. Gaze upon the Christ and his 
posture before you, because it’s in that divine posture of humility where our comfort will be 
found. It is this posture that will not only mark the night before his crucifixion, but also the 
cross. Christ the meek will humble himself even unto death for the beloved--to restore us to 
God and cleanse us completely by his once-and-for-all sacrifice. 
 
We do not know what God is doing.  

However, that’s quite okay. Because in this not knowing we are made aware we’ve become 
the humble and meek, wholly dependent on this wholly other God, the one who calls us by 
name and washes us. The water of Thursday and the silence of Saturday are, to be sure, the 
marks of our Christian life now as we wait and walk humbly with our God, acting justly and 
loving mercy (Micah 6:8). 


