
Morning Prayer II  April 26 

Standing 

Officiant Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
Response The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.    Psalm 118:24 

Officiant Lord, open our lips.  

Response And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Officiant  Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: 
Response  Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
    therefore let us keep the feast,  
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
    death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
    but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *  
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, *  
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, *  
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, *  
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

The Lessons 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable 



things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but 
was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust 
in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope 
are set on God. 

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born 
anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring 
word of God.  

 
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17        Read aloud responsively by half verse, standing 

I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 

Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: * 
"O LORD, I pray you, save my life." 

How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people. 

Precious in the sight of the LORD * 
is the death of his servants. 

O LORD, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
  you have freed me from my bonds. 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people, 

In the courts of the LORD'S house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  Hallelujah! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 



Luke 24:13-35 

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things 
that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 
and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to 
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place 
there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, 
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were 
with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was 
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 
They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking 
to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got 
up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared 
to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

The provided meditation may be read, if desired. 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  



    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 

The People stand or kneel  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you;  
R.    We praise your name for ever.  
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;  
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.  
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R.    For we put our trust in you.  
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  



R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 

Collects 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of  

the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this  

day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week  

to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our  

Lord. Amen. 

 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know  

you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend  

us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that  

we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  

any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Then may be said 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

The Officiant may then conclude with 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely  

more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from  

generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus  

for ever and ever. Amen.    Ephesians 3:20,21 
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The Easter appearances of Jesus are oddly reassuring in our moment of isolation.  
The disciples cannot see but Jesus is present.  Mary Magdalene mistook him for the 
gardener.  Peter, James, John, Thomas, Nathaniel, and two others mistook him for a 
bystander on the shoreline looking for the morning catch of fish.  Cleopas and 
presumably his wife, Mary, mistook him for a clueless stranger on the road to 
Emmaus.    
 

“They stood still, looking sad.”  Traumatized by the horrors of crucifixion, their 
hopes were completely gutted, so they retreated to their home, bewildered by 
ridiculous rumors of resurrection.  With each step along the path, their hearts 
slowly warmed as they reconsidered their entire ancestral history as a people in 
the severity of God’s mercy.  Struck down, exiled, and scattered, they were never 
abandoned, not then and not now. 
 

Peter learned that lesson the hard way and, nearing the end of his life journey, 
writes to Christians scattered across central Turkey.  They’re isolated and suffering.   
They’ve never seen Peter.  They’ve never seen Jesus.  But they are known.  Peter 
curiously addresses them as “elect exiles,” known to God their Father, a holy people 
in the Spirit, bonded by blood—the blood of Christ.  He encourages them to live into 
their exile with fear, a sense of reverent awe, and to love one another deeply, for 
“your faith and hope are set on God.”  Not men.  Not money.  God.    
 

[F]or a little while....you have been grieved by various trials, so that the 
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Though you have not seen him, you 
love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice 
with joy (1 Peter 1:6-8). 

 

We too are on an unprecedented journey with unexpected twists and turns every 
day.  We’ve become acutely aware of our human longing to see and be seen, not 
virtually but truly.  We will gather around the table soon enough.  We will break 
bread and drink wine.  We will rejoice.  And, when we do, I hope we will be like 
Cleopas and Mary who joyfully rejoined their fellow followers realizing that the 
Risen Christ was with them every step of the way.  


