
Morning Prayer II  EASTER 2020 

 
Standing 

Officiant Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
Response The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that  
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Colossians 3:1 

Officiant Lord, open our lips.  

Response And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Officiant  Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: 
Response  Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  

    therefore let us keep the feast,  
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
    death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
    but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *  
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, *  
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, *  
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, *  
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

 

 



Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24        Read aloud responsively by half verse, standing 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
  his mercy endures for ever. 

Let Israel now proclaim, * 
  "His mercy endures for ever."  

The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
  and he has become my salvation. 

There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
  in the tents of the righteous: 

"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
  the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
    the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 

I shall not die, but live, * 
  and declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
  but he did not hand me over to death. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
  I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

"This is the gate of the Lord; * 
  he who is righteous may enter." 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
  and have become my salvation. 

The same stone which the builders rejected * 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord's doing, * 
  and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

On this day the Lord has acted; * 
  we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

 



The Lessons 

Colossians 3:1-4      Seated 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not 
on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 
with him in glory. 
  
Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
Response  Thanks be to God. 
 

Matthew 28:1-10 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But 
the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been 
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.”  

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

The provided meditation may be read, if desired. 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  



        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 

The People stand or kneel  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you;  
R.    We praise your name for ever.  
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;  
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.  
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R.    For we put our trust in you.  
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 



Collects 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of  

the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this  

day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week  

to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our  

Lord. Amen. 

 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know  

you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend  

us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that  

we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  

any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Then may be said 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

The Officiant may then conclude with 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely  

more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from  

generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus  

for ever and ever. Amen.    Ephesians 3:20,21 
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Early that morning the women made their way through the narrow streets and 
passageways to the garden.   The men stayed behind, huddled in the house in fear.  
Their hopes were crushed.  One death was enough.  There didn’t need to be more.   
 
The silence of Death falls on the living too.  Hopes. Plans. Dreams. All silenced.  
Everything they’d sacrificed; all the incredible things they’d experienced together: 
silenced.  Left with the stabbing memories of pain and regret, we weep because it’s 
too hard to speak.  How quickly the fear seeps in to render us silent. 
 
You have to smile at the resolve of these women.  They were determined to finish 
the job rushed by Joseph and Nicodemus before sunset.  No Roman guard was 
about to stop a few women from a proper burial; if only they were strong enough 
to move the stone.  Even when the earth quakes and hardened soldiers tremble 
and fall like dead men, they won’t turn back.   
 
The angel tries to calm their fright with a message: “He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee.”  They’re overjoyed but also 
afraid.  If Jesus is alive, what next?   Jesus appears to personally assure them, “Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  
Twice they’re told: Go to Galilee.   
 
Go to Galilee, today, and you can see the stones of the first cathedral of St. Peter.  
Much less impressive than the one in Rome, it surrounds the small inner room of a 
compound for a family of fishermen who left their nets and followed Jesus twice.  
There he started their mission, and there he will restart it—this time, to every 
nation until the end of time.  Christ is risen.  Our sins are forgiven.  His life is ours to 
live now.  They will not be silent. 
 
Chained in a Roman prison, Paul will not keep silent either.  He sends a 
handwritten dispatch to the Christians in Colossae whom he has never met, 
encouraging them to keep their minds on things above, on Christ.  “He is the 
beginning, the firstborn of the dead,” and we will follow.  We are already newborns 
of that resurrection life, but that life still remains hidden: hidden with Christ.  We 
are already raised.  We are already his.  Never forget it.  Keep your mind on these 
things. 



 
So, what exactly does Paul want us to pursue?  He continues, 

Put on...compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be thankful. 

 
Compassion.  Humility.  Patience. Forgiveness.  Love.  Peace.  Gratitude.  These are 
not trite platitudes.  They’re God’s transformative gifts given to us in Jesus who 
humbled himself, bringing compassion and forgiveness, love and peace to us so we 
might offer our lives with thanks.  When shared, these gifts can bring real change 
to the fearful hearts of strained communities in our troubled world.  We shall not 
be silent. 
 
With the threat of illness, risk of death, and the isolation that now strains our 
families, our jobs, our own mental health, there is much to fear.  But naming those 
fears, and identifying them in ourselves affords us the chance to bathe them in the 
greater light of a brighter hope.  Cloistered in our own homes today, we remember: 
 
We needn’t fear a problem.  We can face it.   
We needn’t hoard.  We can share.  
We needn’t blame others.  We get to carry each other. 
We needn’t despair in silence.  We have hope. 
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!    The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

 


