
Morning Prayer II  May 17 

Standing 

Officiant Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
Response The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.    Psalm 118:24 

Officiant Lord, open our lips.  

Response And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Officiant  Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: 
Response  Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
    therefore let us keep the feast,  
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
    death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
    but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *  
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, *  
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, *  
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, *  
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

 

 

 



The Lessons 

Acts 17:22-31 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked 
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, 
this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he 
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and 
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  

‘For we too are his offspring.’  

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, 
or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will 
have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

 
Psalm 66:7-18    Read aloud responsively by half verse, standing 

Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
   but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 



I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
   which I promised with my lips 
      and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
    it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

John 14:15-21 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask 

the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This 

is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 

him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be 

in you.  ”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 

live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 

you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 

me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them 

and reveal myself to them.” 
 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

The provided meditation may be read, if desired. 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 



I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 

The People stand or kneel  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you;  
R.    We praise your name for ever.  



V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;  
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.  
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R.    For we put our trust in you.  
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 

Collects 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good 

things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such 

love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all 

things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Then may be said 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

The Officiant may then conclude with 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and  

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  

Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
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The Reverend Palmer Kennedy 
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Only once in my life have I felt myself close to actually drowning. I was working as a river 
guide in northern California. We’d finished our rafting trips for the day, which meant that 
we were finally off the clock and that (for this group of college guys) it was time to do 
something reckless… Opting to swim some of the nearby rapids, we threw on our lifejackets 
and hopped in the river.  Having rafted this section countless times, we all knew that as long 
as you were careful to swim along the right bank of the bend you would avoid the one really 
dangerous spot.  
 
Well, my friend and I severely misjudged the current and found ourselves sucked into what 
we refer to as a “frowning” hydraulic (hole). They pull you down into what amounts to a 
giant washing machine. The only viable strategy is to ball up as tight as possible in hopes of 
sinking below the recirculation so that the river’s current can flush you out. This runs 
against all of our instincts to reach out for something solid, something to grab onto, 
something that offers safety and assurance. 
 
It’s impossible to gage how long we were in there. Every second felt like eternity. 
Fortunately, we eventually gave up our reaching and grabbing, our feeble attempts to save 
ourselves, and we sunk to the bottom of the river trusting the current to do what only it 
could do.  
 
Read Paul’s description of the human race in Acts 17.  There he describes humanity’s 
searching and groping for something to hold on to, something solid and secure, something 
divine. We humans are after all fragile creatures, and when we fall into limbo, when we’re 
faced with an international crisis, when we feel like we’re drowning, we reach and grab for 
whatever we can - our bank accounts, our jobs, our connections, our politicians, our 
families, etc., all of which are found wanting.  
 
It’s here, at the bottom, that the promises of Christ begin to speak or - better - where we 
begin to listen. “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever… I will not leave you orphaned” (John 14:16-18). This Advocate is the Holy Spirit, 
the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, or in Augustine’s words, the mutual Divine Love that 
eternally flows from the Father and the Son. Christ’s promise to send this Advocate to dwell 
in us is his promise to bring us into the currents of an everlasting love, into the divine life 
of God himself. We are not alone. Rather, we have been welcomed into communion with the 
One who has prepared for us such good things as surpass our understanding.  
 
And so, we may pray with the Psalmist, “Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor 
withheld his love from me” (Ps. 66:18). Amen. 
 


