
“LET US WORSHIP THE LORD”               
STANDING PRACTICES & EXPECTATIONS 

Ascension and Coronavirus 
Church of the Ascension resumes gathered 
worship May 31.  It is important that we seek to 
reduce (not remove) risk to our parishioners, 
volunteers and staff.  The following standards are 
subject to change as circumstances warrant and 
shall be normative until further notice.


Sunday Worship times & order 
8:30-9:15 AM 

10:30-11:15 AM 
A limit of 60 attendees per service will be 
admitted.  All others will be invited to attend the 
later service.  Ushers will assign seating per 
state regulation.  Families of the same household 
may sit together as space allows.  No childcare 
will be provided until further notice.


Those considered at risk of COVID-19 are strongly encouraged to worship from 
home.  The at-risk population is anyone 65 years old or older, and anyone with 
chronic lung disease; moderate to severe asthma; chronic heart disease; severe 
obesity; diabetes; chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis; liver disease; or 
weakened immune system.


Everyone 3 years of age and older are required to wear a face mask over their nose and mouth, 
including clergy.  Celebrants of Word and Table will remove masks only when speaking.  The State 
advises, “Children under 2 years of age and individuals who have difficulty breathing should not wear face 
coverings.”  If you have difficulty breathing, stay home.


Service modifications include: 
• Bulletins will be available on the pews.  Please dispose in recycling bins at the doors when exiting.

• Prayers, including the Great Thanksgiving, will be standing only.  No kneeling.

• The Peace of Christ shall be shared verbally without physical contact.  All are encouraged to place 

their right hand over their heart and bow to acknowledge one another with Christ’s Peace.

• Offering plates will be stationed at the front and back of the church nave and shall not be touched or 

moved during the service.

• Communion bread will be administered by clergy at the chancel steps.  Communicants shall wear their 

mask and remove it after receiving the bread which shall be received in the open palm and consumed 
before returning to the pew.  Please use hand sanitizer after receiving communion.


If you don’t 
feel well, 

STAY HOME



Common Coronavirus Symptoms  
Cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking 
with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, 
diarrhea, feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal 
to 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, known close contact with a person who is 
lab-confirmed to have COVID-19.


Volunteers 
Masks shall be worn at all times on church properties whilst keeping a social distance of 6 feet.  Gloves 
are not required (unless indicated below) but everyone is expected to wash hands regularly, thoroughly, 
and use hand sanitizer often.  All volunteer leaders shall be screened for fever per state regulation and 
weekly review the updated state provided checklist for any changes.


Ushers 
• Main Red Doors shall be open to allow entrance (the small red door shall be locked).  The ushers shall 

close the doors at the beginning of the service and open all doors during communion for the recession.

• Pews will be closed off by the sexton for required social distancing.  State code requires ushers assign 

seating for attendees and enforce social distancing at all times before, during and after worship.

• Place bulletins on pews.  The people will be asked to take them home or drop in recycling bin.

• Offering plates shall remain at their stations and picked up by one usher following the service with 

gloves.

• Communicants shall be invited to communion single pew by pew.

• Ushers shall remain after the service to assist teams preparing for the next service.  


Altar Guild 
• Only one member of the altar guild shall prepare and remove communion elements for cleansing with 

gloves. 
• All other tasks shall be designated by team captain to individual members and shall not be shared 

activities.

• A member of the guild shall sanitize the candle lighters and processional cross.

• No pall shall be used when setting the table; chalice, patten,  small bread, and purificator only.

• All remaining consecrated bread shall be removed and disposed for consumption by birds.


Lector 
• One lector per service shall read all readings (except the gospel) and prayers of the people from the 

lectern.  The lector shall vest and be seated at the back (not front) prie-dieu from the lectern.

• The lector shall serve as crucifer at the procession and recession in the absence of an acolyte.  He or 

she shall illuminate and extinguish candles before and after the service.


Acolyte 
• A single crucifer shall vest and lead the procession and recession of clergy and lector only.  

• He or she shall illuminate and extinguish candles before and after the service.


Should ANYONE 
become ill, they 

are to inform 
the rector 

immediately.



Staff 
Masks shall be worn at all times on church properties whilst keeping a social distance of 6 feet.  Gloves 
are not preferred but everyone is expected to wash hands regularly, thoroughly and use hand sanitizer 
often.


Clergy 
• The Deacon shall read the gospel from the chancel steps and refrain from preparation of the table.  She 

shall be seated in the bishop’s chair unless the rector is Celebrant at which time she shall be seated in 
the rector’s chair.  She shall not serve at the table during the Eucharist.


• The Celebrant of the Table shall be seated in the rector’s seat.  He shall apply hand sanitizer before 
preparing the table without assistance and return all elements to the credence table.  The Celebrant 
alone shall drink from the chalice.  He shall then don his face mask to administer the bread only in the 
open palm at the chancel steps.  Communion will not be administered to anyone seated in pews.


• The Celebrant of the Word shall be seated at the front prie-dieu on the pulpit side.  His mask shall be 
removed when speaking from the prie-dieu or pulpit.  He shall not go to the table at the Eucharist.


• All clergy shall promptly return to the sacristy following the service to discourage any congregating 
among parishioners.


Musicians 
• Placement of musicians and vocalists will be determined by the Director of Music in consultation with 

the rector.  

• All musicians shall be in place prior to service and shall not participate in procession or recession.  


Sexton 
• Stations for hand sanitizer shall be adequately supplied and replenished as needed.

• Following each service, he shall direct and assist the cleaning teams on the proper cleaning of the 

pews.  He shall ensure all door handles and bathrooms are sanitized
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