
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I proph-
esied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, 
these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and 
will act,” says the Lord. 
 Reader: The Word of the Lord      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 130  Standing and said responsively   

Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; * 

     let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
 

If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 
     O Lord, who could stand? 
 

For there is forgiveness with you; * 
     therefore you shall be feared. 
 

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 
     in his word is my hope. 
 

My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning, * 
     more than watchmen for the morning. 
 

O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 
     for with the Lord there is mercy; 
 

With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
     and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen 
 
The Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 

 Reader: The Word of the Lord        All:  Thanks be to God 
 

Gradual            Come, Gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove                  Hymnal 512 
 

The Holy Gospel of John 11:1-45 
Reader:  The Holy Gospel....  All:  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does 
not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 

through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, 
he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was re-
ferring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake 
I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, 
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 
die with him.” When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many 
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into 
the world.” When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 
told her pr vately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard 
it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 
was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because 
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 
dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of 
the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him.  
 Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.  All:  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                         The Rev’d  Jordan  Hylden 
 

The Nicene Creed   Standing, said by all                                                      BCP 327 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

things visible and invisible;  
                                                          
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made;  

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also  

 for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose 
again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the 
quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People Kneeling                                              BCP 328 
 

Leader: Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, 

and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we 
offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal 
Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do 
confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and 
godly love. 
                               Leader: Lord, in thy mercy     All: Hear our prayer.      

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers [especially Jake our 
bishop], that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
                              Leader: Lord, in thy mercy     All: Hear our prayer. 
 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation 
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy 
holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
                              Leader: Lord, in thy mercy      All: Hear our prayer. 
 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of govern-
ment in this and every land [especially Joseph, our president], that they may be led to 
wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.           
                              Leader: Lord, in thy mercy      All: Hear our prayer. 
 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, 
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be 
faithful stewards of thy bounty. 
     Leader: Lord, in thy mercy               All: Hear our prayer.  
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor  
those on our Intercessory Prayer list,  for all expectant mothers, for those celebrating 
birthdays and anniversaries this week; all the men and women in our nation’s armed 
forces,  all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or 
any other adversity.  
                             Leader: Lord, in thy mercy                 All: Hear our prayer. 
 

We thank thee for thy blessings on our Diocese.                  
    Leader: Lord, in thy mercy                 All: Hear our prayer. 
 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and 
fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to 
grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with them we may 
be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

The Confession of Sin                                      BCP 331 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: 

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time 
to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy di-
vine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.  We do 
earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of 
them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, for-
give us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in 
newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Celebrant pronounces absolution 
 
The Peace        All stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People:   And with thy spirit. 



 

Prelude                            
                     

Procession                      The glory of these forty days                     Hymnal 143 
 

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 
All: His mercy endureth for ever. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
 

The Decalogue                                                                                              BCP 317 
 

Kyrie         sung by all                                                                                    S91 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

 The Collect of the Day    Kneeling         BCP 167 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. People: And with thy spirit 

Almighty God, you alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men: 

Grant unto thy people that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and 
desire that which thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold chang-
es of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be 
found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
   
The First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me 
all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  
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Welcome and Announcements 
 

Offertory                                  Out of the Deep                                 Rutter 
 
 

The Presentation of the Gifts & Doxology vs.3                           Hymnal 380 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                     BCP 333 
  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. All: And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
All: It is meet and right so to do. 

 

The Celebrant Continues                                                                   BCP 333 
  
The Sanctus   Sung by all                                                                    Hymnal S-114 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of  Hosts:  Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

 

The Celebrant Continues with people  kneeling                        BCP 334 
 

The Lord’s Prayer    Said by all                    BCP 336 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

At the Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

Anthem                S-166 

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: give us your peace. 
 

The Prayer of Humble Access   Celebrant and people       BCP 337 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as 
to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property 
is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy 
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 
 

The Invitation to Communion 
 

Communion Hymn                 O Food to pilgrims given                 Hymnal  309   
                                                  Humbly I adore thee                      Hymnal  314 
    
 Thanksgiving and Blessing    Said by all                                      BCP 339 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed 

us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor 
and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical 
body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heaven-
ly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellow-
ship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glo-
ry, world without end.  Amen. 

Recessional           Lord, who throughout these forty days             Hymnal 142 
 
Dismissal          People respond: Thanks be to God 
 
Postlude 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR: 
In addition to those in our prayers as listed in the Tidings Newsletter and Parish 
website we join in our supplication on behalf of: friends and family serving in the 
armed services. Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Episcopal School of Acadiana, and all 
Parish Day Schools, all Canterbury ministries, college centers, the University of the 
South, and the Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest, and St. Paul’s Catholic Church. 
(Names stay on the prayers list for three weeks unless otherwise requested.) 
 
 

The Altar Greens are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of 
Dodi Marie Barron Groves 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to Ascension this Fifth Sunday in Lent!  Please join us for breakfast and cof-
fee between services in Coughlin Hall.  We're glad you're here!   
 

Kids are welcome for children's church and children's Sunday school: 10am for Sunday 
school, and 11am for children's church.  Join us next Sunday, April 2nd for a special Palm 
Sunday children’s lesson-- we’ll meet in the Youth Room and learn how to make palm leaf 
crosses. At the 11 am service, all children are invited to gather in the narthex to lead in the 
Palm Leaf procession! 
 

The Rector's Forum continues today at 10am in Coughlin Hall, with a Lent Bible study on 
Galatians, led by Dr. Steven Sorrell.  On Wednesday, join us at 5:30pm in Coughlin Hall for 
another Lenten Dinner and Discussion group, led by the Rev. Emily Hylden. 
 

Our Adult Confirmation class will be Friday, Mar. 31 (6:30-8pm) and Saturday, Apr. 1 
(8:30am-2pm), Owen Room.  For those not already Episcopalian who would like to join As-
cension, this is the path to take.  Contact Fr. Jordan if you would like to participate or 
have questions.  
 

Is your child interested in becoming an acolyte? If he or she is in 4th-12th grade, we will be 
scheduling a training session in the coming weeks. Please let Steven Sorrell 
(ssorrell@ascensionbluegators.org) or Fr. Jordan know if your child would like to sign up for 
this once-a-month service opportunity.  
 

You are invited to join us at noon each Wednesday here at Ascension for our weekly Eucha-
rist with intercessory and healing prayer.  Worship services are also held at The Vin-
cent senior living community at 4:30pm the second and fourth Saturday of the month.  For 
Holy Week, we will have services at the Vincent on Good Friday at 2pm and an Easter vigil 
on Sat., Apr. 8th at 4:30pm.     
 

Stay in touch!  We mail out a monthly newsletter to all households (don't receive it? just 
ask), and you can sign up for weekly emails on the church web-
site, www.ascensionlafayette.com.  
 

Holy Week at Ascension 
 

Palm Sunday: 8:30 and 11am, Apr. 2 
Maundy Thursday: 6pm, Apr. 6 

Good Friday: 12pm, Apr. 7 
Easter Sunday (Apr. 9): 7am sunrise service, 11am festive worship 

Breakfast 8-10am, Easter egg hunt 10am in courtyard 
 
 
Lectors:  Gail White Greeter:  Jerie Olivier Ushers: Jeff Straub and Kirk Headley  
Acolytes: Madeleine Sorrell, Ephraim Sorrell, Lauren Martin, and Shelby Godwin 
Music:   Tom Lyles, Minister of Music and  Brent Rhodes, organ , Dragos Fillip, cello, and Choir  
Church Office Hours: Monday -Friday: 8:30am –2:30pm 
 

 
 
                                            
 

 
 

The Episcopal Church  

of the Ascension 
 

1030 Johnston Street,  
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

(337) 232-2732 
www.ascensionlafayette.com 

 

Bishop 
The Right Reverend Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D. 

Rector  
The Reverend Joseph Daly 

Vice Rector 
The Reverend Jordan Hylden, Th.D. 

Clergy Associate 

The Reverend Emily Hylden 

  Deacon 
    The Reverend Honey Becker 

 

Welcome 

We welcome all those who have come to worship with us today, and please 
come back often.  If you are searching for a church home, we invite you to join 
us in our worshiping and celebration of God’s love.  Please fill out a 
“Communication Card” in the pew and drop it in the offering plate so that we 
can extend our hospitality to you beyond our doors.   

             
The nursery is available for infants and toddlers. 

Please remember to silence your cell phone. 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 26, 2023 
11:00 AM 
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