
THE KYRIE   Sung by choir. 

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
People:      Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

The Collect of the Day    salutation sung monotone                                     

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People:      And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: Let us pray 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us 

the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Dismiss children for Children’s Church. 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to 

come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 122 Sung by the choir 

 I was glad when they said to me, * 

     "Let us go to the house of the Lord." 
 

Now our feet are standing *  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 

Jerusalem is built as a city * that is at unity with itself; 
 

To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, * 
     the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the Lord. 
 

For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
     the thrones of the house of David. 
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
     "May they prosper who love you. 
 

Peace be within your walls *  and quietness within your towers. 
 

For my brethren and companions' sake, *  I pray for your prosperity. 
 

Because of the house of the Lord our God, *  I will seek to do you good." 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 13:11-14 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the ar-
mor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All: Thanks be to God. 
  
Gradual                 Judge eternal, throned in splendor             Hymnal 596       
 
The Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
 Reader:  The Holy Gospel....  All:  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah en-
tered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known 
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”  
 Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.  All:  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon                               The Rev’d Fr. Matthew Ainsley 
 

The Nicene Creed   Standing, said by all                                              BCP 327 
 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

things visible and invisible;  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Fa-
ther before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, be-
gotten,  not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and 
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried; 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, 
with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 
end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People     kneeling    BCP 328 
 

Leader: Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make pray-

ers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers 
which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the 
Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those 
who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in 
unity and godly love.                
 Leader: Lord, in thy mercy     All: Hear our prayer.      

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially Jake 
our bishop, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and 
lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
             Leader: Lord, in thy mercy     All: Hear our prayer. 
 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation 
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive 
thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their 
life. 
             Leader: Lord, in thy mercy     All: Hear our prayer. 
 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of gov-
ernment in this and every land especially Donald, our president, that they may be 
led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.           
              Leader: Lord, in thy mercy  All: Hear our prayer. 
 

 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, 
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and 
be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 
 Leader: Lord, in thy mercy            All: Hear our prayer.  
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor  

those on our Intercessory Prayer list,  for all expectant mothers, for those celebrat-
ing birthdays and anniversaries this week; all the men and women in our nation’s 
armed forces,  all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
sickness, or any other adversity.  
              Leader: Lord, in thy mercy            All: Hear our prayer. 
 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; 
and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with 
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  Grant these our prayers, O 
Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

The Peace         

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:       And with thy spirit. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Offertory              The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee                   Berger                       
    
The Presentation of the Gifts & Doxology vs.3                         Hymnal 380 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Great Thanksgiving Standing and sung                  BCP 333  

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God. 
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung. 
 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 

The Sanctus   Sung by all                                                                                                 S113           

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 1         with people kneeling                                                           BCP 334 
Concludes with Amen being sung. 

https://www.bcponline.org/HE/pphe1.html
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of the Ascension 
 

1030 Johnston Street,  
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Bishop 
The Right Reverend Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D. 

 

Rector  
The Reverend Matthew Ainsley  

 

Chaplain and Associate for Youth 
The Reverend Jacob Schlossberg 

 

  Deacon 
    The Reverend Honey Becker 

Welcome 

We welcome all those who have come to worship with us today, and please come back often.  
If you are searching for a church home, we invite you to join us in our worshiping and cele-
bration of God’s love.  Please fill out a “Communication Card” in the pew and drop it in the 
offering plate so that we can extend our hospitality to you beyond our doors.   
 

The nursery is available for infants and toddlers. 
Please remember to silence your cell phone. 

 

The First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025 

11:00 am 
 

Prelude    
                        

Processional Hymn      Lo! he comes, with clouds descending     Hymnal 57 
 

Celebrant:  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 
All:   His mercy endureth for ever. 

The Decalogue: Traditional  said                                                                            BCP 317 
 

The Celebrant reads the Summary of the Law or some other appropriate sentence of Scripture. 
 

The Celebrant then says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence is kept 
 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to 
the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says 
 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer    Said by all                                           BCP 336 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Fraction Anthem        Let all mortal flesh keep silence     Hymnal 324  vv.1-2 
 

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS            From the 1928 Book of Common Prayer 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as 
to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy 
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made 
clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 

The Invitation to Communion 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.   
 

We welcome all baptized Christians to receive Holy Communion.  Those receiving the bread may do so 
in the open palm, and those receiving the wine may drink from the cup or by intinction, slightly dipping 
the bread in the wine.  You may request a blessing instead of Communion by crossing your arms on your 
chest.  To receive from your pew, please ask an usher.  

 

Communion Hymns             Let thy Blood in mercy poured        Hymnal 313 
        Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor     Hymnal 307 
                                                     

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, 

in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and good-
ness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of 
thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, 
of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to 
assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 

 

Final Blessing                                                                                    BCP 339 

The Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 

you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn            Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding                Hymnal 59 
 
 

Dismissal      
Deacon: Let us bless the Lord    People respond: Thanks be to God 

   

Postlude  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR: Our Vestry and Clergy- our brother, Joseph, Alison 
Higginbotham, Arthur White, Sterling Lejeune, Betsy Vigorito, Becky Slagle, Alyssa Willson, 
Janet Limouze, Joe and Christina, Albert Davis, Susan Oglesbee, Ann Jacobs, David Snyder, 
Janet Bernhardt, Jan Hamilton, Reese Forest, Fiona Chisholm, Peezie Alfred, Wendy Ortego, 
Perry Joseph, Gail White, Kelly and Dave Domangue, Troy LeBouef, Ashlynn Broussard, 
Rick Onks, Lynette Newchurch, Neil Joseph, Randy Morgan, Rachelle Morgan, Ed Keller, 
William Keller, Gili Menashe Robinson, Donny, Elliot, Emily Chapin, Kelly, Carol Hamilton 
Hunt, Brenda Privat, James, Evie, and Malaina, Margaret DeGruy, Mark Weems, Lara 
McKinnis, the Family of Quinten, Kit Gumbs, Carolyn Barker, Pat Vallery, Catherine 
McGowen, Dorothy Goings, Amber, Pauline, Sandie Jordan, Donald Leger, Jr., Sasha, 
Charles Lewis, Mike Comeaux, Dollie San Filippo, Carol Jane, Renee, Marc, Carolyn, Virgin-
ia Morrison, Graison Louviere, Tom & Jillian, Mark & Frevet, Stephanie, Landon Romero, 
Kate Graciana, Tom Bryant, Kathleen David, Mac Camille, Ashton, Lauren Immel Meyers, 
and friends and family serving in the armed services. Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Widows of 
Clergy, St. Genevieve Catholic Church, and The Anglican Church of Australia.  (Names stay 
on the prayers list for three weeks unless otherwise requested.)  

 
The Altar Greens are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Frank C. and Margaret (Peggy) Rogers and Gail Rogers,  
parents and sister of Melanie Rogers McKenzie 

 
 

Announcements  
 

Please return your pledge card by December14, 2025.  
 

Save the Date: The Installation of Father Mattew Ainsley as Rector. Tuesday, December 9, 
6pm at the Episcopal Church of the Ascension. Celebrant: The Right Reverend Jacob W. Ow-
ensby, Ph.D. Preacher: The Reverend Father David S. Bumsted. Reception in Coughlin Hall 
immediately following the service. Please RSVP the church (337)232-2732. 
 

Vestry is looking for members! Please prayerfully consider serving the church you love in 
this way. If you have any interest, please contact the church office and a Vestry member will 
be happy to reach out to you to discuss further.  
 

Ascension Men: We will meet for brown bag lunch in the Robson Room at the Church, 
Thursday, December 4 at 11:45 am  and the following week there will be breakfast on 
Wednesday, December 10 at 7:45 am at Hub City Diner. We will be studying the Book of 
James, generally alternating breakfast, and lunch each week. Join us every week or drop in for 
a single session. You are always welcome!   
 

Ascension Youth Group, and Children's Church: Children’s Church is each Sunday during 
the 11am service. Engaging Liturgy of the Word lessons, songs and activities, and a joyful 
time of learning Episcopal traditions made just for kids. 
 

Tuesday Bible Study: Continues each Tuesday evening from 6-7pm in the Owen Room. We will 
begin study of 1 Kings. Teachers: Doug Driggers, Laurie Godshall, Doug Goings, Eliza-
beth Hesterly, Sarah McNamara. Please bring your Bible and invite a friend.  
 

Adult Bible Study: Please join us for a study of the Gospel of Mark, every Sunday,  at 10:00 
am in the Owen Room. Teachers:  Laurie Godshall, Doug Goings, John Griffin, Elizabeth 
Hesterly. All are welcome.  
 

Note from the Treasurer: As the year end draws near, please remember that all 2025 contri-
butions must be received by the church office before December 31 for 2025 tax deduction. 
 
 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 

Lessons and Carols:  11am December 14 

Christmas Eve: Children's Nativity Pageant w/ Holy Eucharist: 5pm  

Choral Prelude: 9:40pm 

The Feast of the Holy Nativity: 10pm 

Christmas Day: 10am Holy Eucharist 

 

Lector: Suan Davis Greeter: Lida Lambert Ushers: Jeff Straub and  Robert Sawvell 
Acolyte: Andre Goudeau, Henri Goudeau, Martha Odom, Margaret Odom 
Music:   Stacy Shumaker, Minister of Music and John Moore, organ 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday: 8:30 am—2:00pm  
 
 
 
 
 

You can support your parish  

with Venmo, the  app that 

automatically deposits funds 

using your mobile device. 

@Ascension-Lafayette 


