The Collect of the Day sung
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the
true bread which giveth life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may
live in us, and we in him; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

BCP 167
People: And with thy spirit

Reader: A Reading from the first Book of Samuel 16:1-13

The Lorp said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jes-
se the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel
said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LorD said, “Take a
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LorD.” Invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one
whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethle-
hem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons
and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the LorD.” But the LorD said to Samuel,
“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have reject-
ed him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appear-
ance, but the LorD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LOrRD chosen this one.” Then Jesse
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LorRD chosen this one.” Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has
not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said
to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.
The Lorb said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn
of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of
the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramabh.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 Standing and sung by choir

The Lorb is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp for ever.

Reader: A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians 5:8-14

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of
light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to
find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of dark-
ness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people
do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God

Tract
Cantor Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of Endless Glory
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of Endless Glory

Cantor 1am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of Endless Glory

The Gospel: John 9:1-41
Reader: The Holy Gospel.... All: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus an-
swered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while
it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as [ am in the world, I am
the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”” Some were saying, “It is he.” Oth-
ers were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is
he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had for-
merly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened
his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He
said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was
your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he
had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who
had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second
time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is
a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?”” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but
as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is
an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who wor-
ships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that any-
one opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying
to teach us?” And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and
when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered,
“And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that [ may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And
he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who
do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.  All: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon The Rev’d Fr. Matthew Ainsley

The Nicene Creed Standing, said by all BCP 327

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the
quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from
the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form I, said

Deacon or other leader
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord,
saying "Lord, have mercy.”

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the
unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve
it, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suf-
fering, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners
and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

Silence.
Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Welcome and Announcements

Offertory Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days Highben

The Presentation of the Gifts sung

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own, have we given thee. Present your-
self as a living sacrifice. Holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship.
All things come of thee. ..



THE HOLY COMMUNION
Sursum Corda BCP 333
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The Lord be with  you. And with thy spi - rit.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks un - to our Lord God.
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It is meet and right so to do.
Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.
The Celebrant Continues BCP 333
The Sanctus Sung by all Hymnal S-114

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer 1 Concludes with Amen being sung. BCP 334
L Celebrant People
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A-men.
Copyright © 1983 James McGregor.
The Lord’s Prayer Said by all BCP 336

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

At the Breaking of the Bread

The Peace sung
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The peace of the Lord be al- ways with you.
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And with thy spi - rit.

Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

Agnus Dei sung by all S-158
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS From the 1928 Book of Common Prayer

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as
to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same Lord whose property
is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made
clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Celebrant says

Behold the Lamb of God; behold him that taketh away the sins of the world.

All those baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, including young
children, are welcome to receive the Sacrament. If you are unable or do not wish to receive, you are
welcome to come forward for a blessing; please indicate this by crossing your arms on your chest.

Communion Hymns The King of love my shepherd is Hymnal 645
Blessed Jesus, at thy word Hymnal 440
Postcommunion Prayer Said by all BCP 339

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed
us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and
Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor
and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical
body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heaven-
ly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellow-
ship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glo-
ry, world without end. Amen.

Solemn Prayer Over the People

Look down in mercy, Lord, on thy people who kneel before thee; and grant that
those whom thou hast nourished by thy Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit
worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dismissal Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ

People Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn I want to walk as a child of the light Hymnal 490
Postlude

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR: Our Vestry and Clergy- our brother, Joseph, Alison Hig-
ginbotham, Arthur White, Sterling Lejeune, Betsy Vigorito, Becky Slagle, Janet Limouze, Joe and
Christina, Albert Davis, Susan Oglesbee, Ann Jacobs, David Snyder, Janet Bernhardt, Jan Hamilton,
Reese Forest, Fiona Chisholm, Peezie Alfred, Wendy Ortego, Perry Joseph, Gail White, Kelly and Dave
Domangue, Troy LeBouef, Ashlynn Broussard, Rick Onks, Lynette Newchurch, Neil Joseph, Rachelle
Morgan, Ed Keller, William Keller, Gili Menashe Robinson, Donny, Elliot, Emily Chapin, Kelly, Carol
Hamilton Hunt, Brenda Privat, James, Evie, and Malaina, Margaret DeGruy, Mark Weems, Lara
McKinnis, the Family of Quinten, Kit Gumbs, Carolyn Barker, Pat Vallery, Catherine McGowen, Doro-
thy Goings, Amber, Pauline, Sandie Jordan, Donald Leger, Jr., Sasha, Charles Lewis, Mike Comeaux,
Carol Jane, Renee, Marc, Carolyn, Virginia Morrison, Graison Louviere, Tom & Jillian, Mark & Frevet,
Stephanie, Landon Romero, Kate Graciana, Tom Bryant, Kathleen David, Mac Camille, Lauren Immel
Meyers, Mary Attrep, Mona Coulter, Patricia Coleman, Stephan, Susan Segura, the family of Randy
Morgan, Logan Kisamore, Lois Henry, Carol Gilley, Phil Swift, Lynn Trahan, Valerie Daly, Ann Show-
er, Steve Baker, and friends and family serving in the armed services. Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Cove-
nant United Methodist Church, St. Thomas’ in Monroe, St. Patrick in West Monroe, St. Alban in Mon-
roe, and The Anglican Church of Kenya. (Names stay on the prayers list for three weeks unless other-
wise requested.)

The Altar Greens are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rogers, Gail Rogers, parents and sister of Melanie McKenzie

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rector's Forum: Join us Sundays in Lent at 9:45am in Coughlin Hall for the Rector's forum, entitled,

"Into the Wilderness, Lent as a participation in fasting and temptation of Jesus .

Palm Sunday, March 29: We are delighted to welcome The Rev. Russell Levenson, Jr., former rector
of Ascension, as our guest. Father Levenson will offer a presentation on his new book Witness to Belief
at 9:45 a.m. in Coughlin Hall and will preach at the 11:00 a.m. service.

Copies of Fr. Levenson's book will be available for purchase.

Ascension Youth Group, and Children's Church: Children’s Church is each Sunday during the 11am
service. Engaging Liturgy of the Word lessons, songs and activities, and a joyful time of learning Epis-
copal traditions made just for kids.

Tuesday Bible Study: Continues each Tuesday evening from 6-7pm in the Owen Room. We will begin
study of 1 Kings. Teachers: Doug Driggers, Laurie Godshall, Elizabeth Hesterly, Sarah McNamara.
Please bring your Bible and invite a friend.

Lector: Gail White
Greeter: Carol Goings
Ushers: Jeff Straub and Robert Sawvell
Acolytes: Wells Randall, Rex Randall,
Rhodes Perry, Luke Belle
Music: Stacy Shumaker,
Minister of Music and

John Moore, organ and Choir
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1030 Johnston Street,
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501
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Bishop
The Right Reverend Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D.

Rector
The Reverend Father Matthew Ainsley

Chaplain and Associate for Youth
The Reverend Jacob Schlossberg

Deacon
The Reverend Honey Becker

The Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 15, 2026
11:00 AM

Prelude

Processional Hymn O for a thousand tongues to sing

Hymnal 493

Opening Acclamation
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Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.
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His mercy endur -eth for ev - er

The Celebrant reads the following
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if
we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins, and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8,9

The Celebrant then says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept

Minister and People

Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred and strayed from thy ways
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own
hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those
things which we ought to have done; And we have done those things which we
ought not to have done; And there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have
mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess
their faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; According to thy promises
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful
Father, for his sake; That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins,
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Kyrie sung by all S-91
Lord, have mercy upon us. (3x)
Christ, have mercy upon us. (3x)
Lord have mercy upon us. (3x)



