your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the
west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth
shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you
until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and
said, “Surely the Lorp is in this place—and I did not know it!” And he was afraid,
and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and
this is the gate of heaven. So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone
that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.
He called that place Bethel.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. A4/l Thanks be to God.

Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23 said, the People remain seated

Lorp, you have searched me out and known me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O Lorp, know it altogether.

You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

Where can I go then from your Spirit? *
where can I flee from your presence?

If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.

If I take the wings of the morning *
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

Even there your hand will lead me *
and your right hand hold me fast.

If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, *
and the light around me turn to night,"

Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; *
darkness and light to you are both alike.

Search me out, O God, and know my heart; *
try me and know my restless thoughts.

Look well whether there be any wickedness in me *
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.

Alleluia Verse all stand
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Cantor Alleluia, Alleluia

All Alleluia, Alleluia

Cantor I wait for the Lord;
my soul waits for his word.
All Alleluia, Alleluia

The Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Reader: The Holy Gospel.... All: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep,
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’
The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied,
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let
both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reap-
ers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.”” Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disci-
ples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world,
and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with
ears listen!”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. A//: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev’d Fr. Matthew Ainsley

The Nicene Creed Standing, said by all BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that 1s, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People: Form V
Deacon or other leader
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy”

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found
without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Jacob, our own Bishop, for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease,
and that all may be one as you and the Father are one,
we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the
ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they
may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among
nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the
dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and
all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O
Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that
we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we
do, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we
pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, [especially ], and
those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest
in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect, or the following Doxology

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with the absolution.

The Peace said
Celebrant. The peace of the Lord be always with you. People: And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Anthem He That Keepeth Israel Schlosser
Jennifer Andrews, solo
The Presentation of the Gifts & Doxology vs.3 Hymnal 380

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving | Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.



People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Altar, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues with Eucharistic Prayer B.
... Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues.

...By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

At the Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation to Communion

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion Hymns Lord of all hopefulness Hymnal 482
Let thy Blood in mercy poured Hymnal 313

I come with joy to meet my Lord Hymnal 304

Postcommunion Prayer Said by all BCP 366

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assur-
ing us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and
heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him,
to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Final Blessing

Dismissal Hymn Praise to the living God! Hymnal 372

Dismissal Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God

Bisho]EV
The Right Reverend Jacob W. Owensby, Ph.D.

Rector
The Reverend Father Matthew Ainsley

Chaplain and Associate for Youth
he Reverend Jacob Schlossberg

Deacon
The Reverend Honey Becker

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR: Our Vestry and Clergy- our brother, Joseph, Alison
Higginbotham, Arthur White, Sterling Lejeune, Betsy Vigorito, Becky Slagle, Janet Limouze,
Joe and Christina, Susan Oglesbee, Ann Jacobs, David Snyder, Janet Bernhardt, Jan Hamilton,
Reese Forest, Fiona Chisholm, Peezie Alfred, Wendy Ortego, Perry Joseph, Gail White, Troy
LeBouef, Ashlynn Broussard, Rick Onks, Lynette Newchurch, Neil Joseph, Rachelle Morgan,
Ed Keller, William Keller, Gili Menashe Robinson, Donny, Elliot, Emily Chapin, Kelly, Carol
Hamilton Hunt, Brenda Privat, James, Evie, and Malaina, Margaret DeGruy, Mark Weems,
Lara McKinnis, Kit Gumbs, Carolyn Barker, Pat Vallery, Amber, Pauline, Donald Leger, Jr.,
Charles Lewis, Mike Comeaux, Carol Jane, Renee, Marc, Carolyn, Virginia Morrison, Graison
Louviere, Landon Romero, Kate Graciana, Kathleen David, Mac Camille, Ann Shower, Steve
Baker, Pete Peters, Luke Heggy, Remi and Joseph, Melissa Keane, Guy Ellison, Jr., Archiec Ga-
nucheau, David Mills, Susan Davis, Nick Domino, Charles Swett, Stephen Miller, John Perkins,
Mona Fizgerald Stephan, Sasha, Rita Driggers, and friends and family serving in the armed ser-
vices. Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Redeemer in Ruston, Holy Cross in Shreveport, Our Lady of
Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Province of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan. (Names stay
on the prayers list for three weeks unless otherwise requested.)

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and loving memory
Archibald Hill I1I, Father of Arch, Grandfather of Blanche, Govan and Inez
&

Dr. Davy Lee Bernard

e ~ Children & Family Ministries

| ll SUMMER MISSIONS & SERVICE HOURS PROJECT

I &S | Partner with Episcopal Church of the Ascension and United Way to provide school supplies
| ) ) | for classrooms and students in need across Acadiana in the upcoming school year.

I |\ |12 2 FHE LA 1 Agreat family service project or for school service hours! You can help in TWO ways:

| ., : (e July 22-August s (DroP off Sehool SuPPlies o the Yellow boxes in the Narthex and Church office
‘ Ui Wy o kadans  LOVE OUR SCHOOLS / — Stuff the bus mission supply list:

Construction Paper Ory Erase Supplies
Loose-leaf Paper Binders Crayons Scissors Glue Pencils InkPens Notebooks

 August8  Joinug at, the ULL Lab dchool £o organize & Sort donations for teachers to-hoP
Scan, Join & Register to help at the United Way Stuff the Bus “Day of Action” with team ASCENSION KIDS!
Date/Time: Sat. August 8/ 8am-10am Sorting shift

Email Susen Brown sbrown@ascensionbluegators.org with questions & to let us know youd like to join us!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Summer in the circle: Join us in the circle drive after the 10 AM service for a light refresh-
ment each Sunday of the summer (June and July)!

Children's Church: Children's Church is on pause for the summer but stay tuned for all the
summer fun we have planned!!

Lector: Joe Heggie Ushers: Jeff Straub and Wayne Baras Acolytes: Abigail Adams, Anna-Grace Adams,
Amelia Adams, Rosalina Dasilva Music: Stacey Shumaker, Minister of Music and John Moore, Organist
Church Office Hours: Monday -Friday: 9:00am —2:30pm

1030 Johnston Street, Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 (337) 232-2732 www.ascensionlafayette.com

with Venmo, the app that
automatically deposits funds
using your mobile device.

@Ascension-Lafayette

Episcopal Church of the

ASCENSION

Lafayette, Louisiana
Est. 1901

The Eiahth Sunday after Pentecost

July 19, 2026

10:00 AM
Prelude
Processional Hymn Immortal, invisible, God only wise ~ Hymnal 423
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect for Purity BCP 355
Kyrie sung by all Hymnal S-91

Lord, have mercy upon us. (repeat 3x)
Christ, have mercy upon us. (repeat 3x)
Lord have mercy upon us. (repeat 3x)

The Collect of the Day the People remain standing
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. People: And also with you.

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we
ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and merci-
fully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our
blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Old Testament T7he People sit. Genesis 28:10-19a

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed
that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORrD stood be-
side him and said, “I am the LorD, the God of Abraham your father and the God
of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and



