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Ascension and the Coronavirus: in brief 

The COVID-19 pandemic is truly an unprece-
dented time.  It has challenged our school to be 
nimble, innovative, creative, and flexible.  Be-
ginning several weeks before the COVID-19 
shutdown, our school tech team and admin-
istration began working on a distance learning 
plan in the event it would become necessary.  
Due to this preplanning, on March 18, just 
three school days after the Governor closed 
schools, our faculty teams on all campuses 
began to roll out our distance-learning program 
with our students.  While we are all anxious to 

bet back in our physical buildings, the feed-
back on distance learning has been extremely 
positive and overall our students are engaged, 
connected and supported during this challeng-
ing time.  As was announced last week, the 
school year will remain in distance learning 
mode until May 20, the last day of school.  All 
school athletics and extracurricular activities 
have been canceled, however school admin-
istration are actively working on a plan to hold 
Graduation for our seniors as soon as it is 
deemed safe. 

Online Learning at AES 

This month’s Tidings is dedicated to inform parishioners of Ascen-
sion’s efforts to minister to its community amid the COVID-19 crisis.  
The following summary is detailed further in this newsletter: 

Anticipating further closures to protect public health, the rector asked 
Deacon Becker, Parish Nurse Carllene Macmillan, and the Transi-
tions Ministry on March 16 to contact parishioners who might need 
assistance with medicine, food, basic necessities or additional care 
should a public quarantine be ordered. 

In response to Louisiana’s March 22 Stay at Home Order, Bishop 
Owensby issued a pastoral directive suspending all gathered services 
(except burials with restrictions), closing offices, and all face to face 
gatherings.  This was later extended to April 26 and again until fur-
ther notice.  To help relieve the financial strain on parishes, the dio-
cese excused parishes from their pledges for the second quarter. And, 
for those wanting online services, Bishop Owensby offered daily 
meditations and Sunday Morning Prayer services on FaceBook. 

Due to office staff restrictions, printed communications were not pos-
sible and limited to electronic means where were, in some cases, pre-
vented by outdated emails, phone numbers, and previous requests by 
parishioners to remain off of contact lists.  Weekly services of pray-
ers, readings and clergy meditations were shared by email and post-
ing on the parish website and FaceBook to aid families and small 
groups in prayer and worship, including Holy Week liturgies and 
special music YouTube videos.  The rector was also interviewed with 
KATC for Good Friday and Easter reports on our faith and the coro-
navirus. 

During Holy Week, Ascension church and school worked together to 
acquire a loan made available by the Payroll Protection Program to 
ensure compensation for over 160 employees of the church and the 
school which shifted to online instruction for over 700 students. 

On April 27, Governor Edwards announced that May 15 will begin 
gradual steps for churches to begin normal operations.  Plans have 
already been discussed among the diocese, parish clergy, musicians 
and volunteers and will be communicated to the parish when final-
ized.  

The rector and deacon continue pastoral care to 
those with known needs, especially the ill and dy-
ing, within the guidelines of the bishop and require-
ments of the state, and continue to request all pa-
rishioners to inform them of any pastoral matter at 
their personal phone numbers listed in the parish 
directory, a message at the church office (337-232-
2732) or email:  

church.rector@ascensionlafayette.com 
deacon@ascensionlafayette.com 







The name of the game is ‘’transition’’.  While the Transition 
Ministry was just hitting our stride, a stranger called Covid- 
19 blew into town.  With a transition from our regular gath-
erings for exercise, meditation and fellowship to social dis-
tancing, our team has transitioned once again with a new 
focus.  On March 17, the rector called a gathering of women 
leaders from all across the church to meet under the pavilion 
following all the social distancing guidelines.  With this 
group a phone ministry began to check on parishioners to 
ensure they had food, medicine and other supplies.   

We have team members who make calls and others willing 
to shop and deliver items to our fellow parishioners.  While 
most of the people we contacted did not have any immediate 
needs, almost everyone was very appreciative that their 
church family had reached out to them.   

 

Subsequent ministries have been developed by some of those 
present at this initial meeting.  Sunday School members are 
offering many opportunities to pray and worship by phone.  
One member has created a ministry of sewing masks for 
medical personnel and clergy. 

As the events of this pandemic seem to be ever changing we 
only need to remember that our faith has brought us thus far 
on the journey of life and it will guide us through this next 
transition as well. 

If you know of any church member who does not have 
family in town or may need a little additional support dur-
ing these changing times, please let us know by phone or 
email. 

Keep washing your hands and be well, 

Carllene MacMillan, R.N.   The Rev. Honey Becker, Deacon                    

Transitions Minsters to Quarantined 

Our small group has sustained our keen sense of community 
through nightly prayer sessions.  Those who are participating 
feel less isolated as we join together in reading Compline or 
Evening Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer.  Small 
groups telephone each other Monday through Saturday with 
one designated person acting as officiant.  The tele-services 
are beautifully poignant, offering our Sunday School group 
much needed comfort in these trying times.  We conducted 
four services of Stations of the Cross on Good Friday and we 
prayed together on Easter Sunday using suggested collects.   

In an effort to be faithful to one another, bearing one an-
other's burdens as Christ commands, what began as three of 
us reading from the BCP has grown to 25, including a num-

ber of Ascension members who are not typically part of our 
Sunday class.  Friends of members express a desire to be a 
part of the ministry, and thus new participants are added reg-
ularly.  The result is remarkable. 

Though our present circumstances are SURREAL, our trust 
in the Lord is REAL and active.  We read God's Word to-
gether, we pray together, and we love one another as we feel 
the Spirit leading us in this mission.  We are strengthened by 
each other's voices.  We are grateful to serve one anoth-
er.  We are separate and apart, and yet we are together.  We 
have heard each other sigh and laugh and cry.  And we will 
be better for it.  The world is indeed different, but so are we. 

Elizabeth Hesterly 

Adult Sunday School Update 

a (virtual) Rector’s Forum 

ZOOM in MAY 17 

 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Psalm 121    Read aloud in unison or responsively by half verse 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
    from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the LORD, * 
    the maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved * 
    and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
    shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

The LORD himself watches over you; * 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
    nor the moon by night. 

The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
    it is he who shall keep you safe. 

The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in,*  

    from this time forth for evermore 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The following scripture is read. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be 
great among the nations, and in every place incense shall be  
offered to my Name, and a pure offering; for my Name shall be  
great among the nations, says the Lord of Hosts.      Malachi 1:11

 

The Officiant then begins the Prayers 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

 

  The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding  

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.  

   

The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding .  

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;  

 We praise you and thank you, O Lord.  

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have 
it more abundantly;  

 We praise you and thank you, O Lord.  

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your 
presence;  

 We praise you and thank you, O Lord.  

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our 
being;  

 We praise you and thank you, O Lord.  

Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or 
disabled, that they may be made whole;  

 Hear us, O Lord of life.  

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, 
anxious, or despondent, a knowledge of your will and an 
awareness of your presence;  

 Hear us, O Lord of life.  

Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional 
distress to soundness of mind and serenity of spirit;  

 Hear us, O Lord of life.  

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the 
suffering, granting them wisdom and skill, sympathy and pa-
tience;  

 Hear us, O Lord of life.  

Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and 
uphold by the grace and consolation of your 
Holy Spirit those who are bereaved;  

 Hear us, O Lord of life.  

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by 
human sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in 
the world;  

 Hear us, O Lord of life.  

You are the Lord who does wonders:  

 You have declared your power among the peoples.  

With you, O Lord, is the well of life:  

 And in your light we see light.  

Hear us, O Lord of life:  

 Heal us, and make us whole. 

 
  The Officiant then says the following Collect.  

Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross,  
stretching out your loving arms: Grant that all the peoples of  
the earth may look to you and be saved; for your tender  
mercies' sake.   Amen. 

 

Officiant     O God, make speed to save us. 

People     O Lord, make haste to help us. 

People     Thanks be to God. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil. 

Officiant      Lord, hear our prayer; 

People      And let our cry come to you. 

Officiant      Let us pray. 

Officiant    Let us bless the Lord. 

People    Thanks be to God. 

Let’s take five: Noonday Healing Prayers 

Special thanks to Tom Lyles, Emil Ivanov and Patti Tompkins for offering their gifts of music at this time. 
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR:  Our Vestry and Clergy, Pit Hesterly, Julian Christopher Buuck, Stephen, Sandie 

Jordan, Barbara Myers, Joyce McClellan, Janet Tessier, Christopher Anglin, Lynn, Charles Lutes, Gerald 

Delaunay, Lila, Bob King, Mary McIntosh, Frank Parratt, Karen Gallet, Lisa Bordelon, Maggie Patin, Richard, 

Janet, Jamie, Ken Wade, Nita, Ryan Green, Billy Hall, Mary Vosloh and family, Hazel, Marvin, Ainsleigh, 

Katie, Mary Fay Freshley, Michael Reed, Nicholas Blonski, Margret DeLarue, Catherine Elizabeth, Henry, 

Tim and Sarah, Emily Taylor, Lee, Alison Higginbotham, Renee Reina, Tammy Carpenter, Dr Kerri Remmel, 

Rebecca Jayne, Gwen Bernard, James Alan Vaughn, Sawyer Billeaud, Paul, Benita, Marie Julie, Jimmy, 

William and Ann Shower, Laura, Maddox, Curtis Melancon, Charlene, Faye V. Turner, Hedy Stevens, Louise 

Haddock, Virginia Bercegeay, Lisa Karre, Carl Braithwaite, Father Gary Schexnayder, Miller, Howard, Ann 

Dobie, Nagham El Karhili,  Pam Capell, Kasey, Jack Larmier, George Arceneaux, David, Judy Roberts, Car-

lin Craig, Kasey, Sharon, Kristen, Carolyn Barker, Melissa Barker, Jonathan Barker, James Haygood, Catherine McGowen, Linda 

Weems, Jim, Carol Baker, Jan and Charles, Charles McGowen, Angela Roy, John Bateman,  Colette House, Arthur White, Sammy, 

Albert Davis, Lou Ann St. Julien, Thomas, Phyllis Huval, Katherine Attrep, Michael Blevins, Mike Blevins, Maty Blevins, Carli  Blevins, 

Mike and Shirley Godwin, Jan and Charles, Le-ann Driscal Meaux, David, Thomas Rowe, Theresa, Connie Priest, Corrine, Marci 

Lecky, Angie Touchet, Dr. Jim Rotchford, Hammy Davis, Lou Oliver, Martha Green, Rodney Ledoux, Ronnie Pendergraft, Mary and 

Irby Olivier, Farin Gougierrez, Beck B., Ann Patin, Nick Georges, Emily Kean, Ashley Alexander, Kennedy Shuler, Josh Menard, the 

Turner Family, Christopher Hebert, Marion, Joyce Harvilchuch, Victoria Turner, Cassandra Bernard, Lindsay Cutrera, Roslyn Fouin, 

Chad Vidrine, Andy Andrus, Julie Guidry, Patsy, Linda Weiner, Bill Boston, Allan Voss, Rick Onks, Mark Buddy and Carmina, Kay-

tlin, Diane, Judy Herman, Sterling Lejeune, The Kruger Family, Jane Cabes, Peter Catalano, friends and family serving in the 

armed services. (Names stay on the prayers list for three weeks unless otherwise requested.) 
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